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We took a risk for this years  Womadelaide 
 Festival  and brought over an Asmat  
woodcarver  Stefanus Akanmore from  
Melbourne.  We weren’t sure if he would be  
able to carve the  wood in the period of time 
 available and how good  it would look.  
However, it was a fantastic  success.  
He was very determined with his art and  
the woodchips were flying.  We had a  
constant stream of people stop to watch  
and visit the stall.  
We just about ran out of leaflets.  
We were  helped in the stall by two other  
West Papuans from Melbourne  Ricky and  
Dekkie dressed in traditional  costumes who 
 helped promote the stall.Stefanus is keen to 
 come back next year. He has  donated his  
woodcarving to AWPA-SA 
 
So now we have a magnificent Bisj Pole to 
 display at functions and other stalls                                       
                                                                                             



 
 
Cultural Tour to West Papua being planned  
 
AWPA-SA has made an in principle decision to fund the travel of one, possible 2 young people to 
travel to West Papua in the near future . We intend to offer a prize of  
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The young person will likely need to be a permanent Australian resident, have lived in South Aus-
tralia   for the last 6-12 months and aged between 18-30  
 
A panel of judges will be sought from the community to decide the winner. We are looking at can-
didates writing an essay and chatting with the judges  to determine the winner(s) 
 
 
We intend to advertise this prize as broadly as possible through Universities, TAFE’s , Churches, 
NGO’s , political parties particularly youth sections e.g  Young Greens ,Young Labor.  
We will be advertising on campuses and elsewhere and plan to hold information sessions 
That could include films about West Papua and talks by people who have recently visited  to give 
candidates a background briefing on the conditions and what to expect  
 
 
We will short list candidates by requesting all applicants to answer a short quiz that will be both 
interesting and educational.  
 
We might need to organise another quiz night just to fund the prize.     
 
When our committee has finalised the proposal we will publish the full details on our new web site 
for people to visit for information. 
 
We apologise in advance to people over the age of 30. In the past we have brought various speak-
ers over to Adelaide including academics, journalists etc. To bring more speakers over might just 
be preaching to the already converted. We want to at least try something different . 
 
 
If you are able to assist by either finding people who might want to compete , nominate someone 
to be a judge , advertise the event through your networks or help staff an information stall , please 
contact AWPA 
 
Trial question  
 
Puncak Jaya or Mt  Carstenz  in West Papua is famous for 
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Manokwari: National Youth Committee holds seminar to discuss makar and separatism 
The National Committee of the Youth of Papua (KNPP) plans to hold a seminar in order to try to understand what the 
authorities mean by the words 'makar' and 'separatism', bearing in mind the many questions being raised about these 
terms. 
Among those invited to attend the seminar and submit documents were the chief of police,the chief prosecutor and the 
chairman of the district court but none of these agencies have responded so far. 
The chairman of the KNPP John Warijo told journalists that the seminar will last for two days in order to try and un-
derstand what these words actually mean. He explained that they have been used as threats against the Papuans when-
ever they raise demands for their basic rights. 
The stigma of 'makar' (subversion) is constantly being used to discredit Papuan people, as a result of which many ef-
forts to raise issues about their rights have been hindered. 
He said that they hope that an agreed understanding could be reached between the people of Papua and the security 
forces in order to ensure that Papuans are not continually victimised whenever these words are used. 
'We very much hope that they will come and help to explain what this all means,' said Warijo. 
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The chairman of the Bird's Head branch of the Dewan Adat Papua, Barnabas Mandacan, who has been declared a sus-
pect and charged with makar in relation to a peaceful demonstration held on 1 December 2008 has been asking about 
the attitude of the police with regard to this case. 
Following his interrogation as a suspect several months ago, the matter has not yet been resolved. Both the chairman 
of DAP and John Warijo are facing charges for makar. 
Mandacan told this newspaper that he still doesn't understand why he has been declared a suspect. He does not feel 
that he did anything subversive on the occasion of the demonstration on 1 December 2008. All he was doing was 
drawing attention to the aspirations of the community. He is particularly concerned also by the fact that nothing has 
yet been done to process the case. because it has constantly been postponed. 
He very much hoped that the police and the prosecutor's office would attend the seminar planned by the KNPP to ex-
plain what they means by makar and separatism. 
He went on to say that if these authorities failed to turn up and provide the explanations requested, then he would not 
respond to the summons he has received from the police. 'I will draw the conclusion that if the police fail to turn up, 
that means that my case has been closed, because I fail to understand what they mean when they use these words.' 
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 Human Rights Report 23 April 2009 
  
 
  
 Indonesian Public Prosecutors have triggered an attack against a  Political Prisoner, Buchtar Tabuni, at the Jayapura 
District Court, 22  April 2009, in Jayapura, West Papua 
  
 On Thursday 22 April 2009, Buchtar Tabuni, was taken by members of the  public prosecution team and police from 
prison to attend a hearing of  his trial at the Jayapura District Court. The hearing was scheduled to  hear the testimony 
of an expert witness. 
�Upon entry to the courthouse Buchtar requested to be put in the cell at  the back of the court. He said that wished to 
see his defense lawyer’s  as had been the usual practice before the trial commenced. Team members  of public prose-
cutor and police responded to his request with repressive  actions by dragging and beating Buchtar and forcing him 
into the court cell.  
 During the incident Buchtar Tabuni said he was held tightly by 3 of the  team members of public prosecutor office 
while he was attacked by  members of the Indonesian Police and Indonesia security forces  intelligent agents, who 
were wearing civilian’s clothes and carrying  pistols. The Police and intelligence agents beat him and kicked him.  



 This resulted in him suffering back and backbone pain and a wound to his  left arm and blisters on his feet. A witness 
also independently verified  that he saw the members of public prosecutor drag Buchtar forcefully and  police beat 
him. 
 Buchtar said that he was trying to protect his head and face from the  attackers while being held and dragged. Buchtar 
said that members of  public prosecutor who were holding his arms had also laid their hands on  him. He said that he 
was hit by a hard object at his back and his arm  
 when he covering his head during the attack. This was confirmed with the  medical report (Fig.2 below), that states 
1.there is a scratch wound at  left elbow; 2.there is a pain in the back bone; 3.there is a pain oat  the leg marks of 
beaten. The diagnose states there is a wound (ulkus  luka) and marks of in sharp object (trauma tumpul). 
  
 One of Buchtar's defense lawyers said the hearing was cancelled because  the expert witness did not show up. He said 
that Buchtar Tabuni’s  defense team was angry at the police and members of public prosecutors  because these two 
institutions used violence against their client.  
 He said that the incident happened while team of defense lawyers were  waiting in their room and had not realized 
that Buchtar had been taking  to the courthouse through another gate (not the usual one). The defense  lawyer also 
reported that 80% of the courtroom was stacked by Indonesian  security forces members, including intelligent agents. 
  
 The defense lawyer said that in front of judges, the public prosecutor  pronounced that he got a direct order from his 
superior (office of Chief  Public Prosecutor) to bring Buchtar through non-formal gate, but did not  state a clear reason 
for this change of procedure. The Judge asked the  Public Prosecutor to take Buchtar Tabuni to the hospital and that he 
be  checked by a doctor immediately. 
  
 Instead Buchtar was taken to Abepura prison by Public Prosecutor and  left there. His defense lawyers came at the 
prison and asked officials  of the prison to provide a medical treatment and check (visum report) in  the prison for 
Buchtar. 
  
 Buchtar received a medical check by a nurse, appointed to work as a  health worker in the prison. Some of his defense 
team then went to the police office to report the incident. 
��
 On 18 February 2009, Buchtar Tabuni (30) had been charged under article 106 of the Criminal Code regarding 
‘makar’ or ‘subversion’, Article 160  of the Criminal Code regarding acts of incitement (rebellion) and  article 212 of 
the Criminal Code regarding resisting personnel of the  state, on his first trial. Buchtar Tabuni was arrest on 2 Decem-
ber 2008  in relation to a mass demonstration, which occurred in Jayapura  supporting the establishment of Interna-
tional Parliamentarians for West  Papua, which took place in London of 15 October 2008.  
 Paula Makabory from Institute for Papuan Advocacy and Human Rights said  today, “This attack on Buchtar Tabuni 
shows the fundamental bias in the  Indonesian judiciary system in courts prosecuting West Papuan political  prisoners. 
There is little hope that Indonesian judicial procedure will  
 bring about a fair or safe trial for Buchtar Tabuni and the many other  West Papuan political prisoners.” 
  
 “A culture of injustice, persecution and Human Rights abuse exists  within Indonesian state institutions which are 
hostile to West Papuan  people. Indonesian state institutions, such as public prosecutors office  and the court system, 
which have obligations under International law and  
 Indonesia’s national laws to ensure justice for West Papuan people are  actually at the fore front of the attack on the 
indigenous people of  West Papua and their civil & political rights.” 
  
 Reported by Paula Makabory 
 Institute of Papuan Advocacy and Human Rights (IPAHR) 
  
  
 Photo of Buchtar Tabuni and copy of medical examination report at: 
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International Committee of the Red Cross  Papua Branch Office Was Illegal, 
Ministry Says 
 
Article by Ismira Lutfia       The Jakarta Globe       Saturday, April 25, 2009 
 
The government suggested on Friday that the International Committee of the Red Cross was operating in Papua ille-
gally because the agreements governing its operations in the country did not cover the troubled province. 
 



Teuku Faizasyah, a spokesman for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, also denied that the request to close the interna-
tional organization’s office in Jayapura, the capital of Papua, had anything to do with the ICRC’s visit to prisons in the 
province, as reported by various media outlets on Friday. 
 
He said the two agreements, signed in 1977 and 1987, should have automatically been invalidated by changes in the 
country’s political conditions and ICRC policies. 
 
“We regret that they opened an office [in Papua] without proper notification,” said Faizasyah, adding that agreements 
did not include opening ICRC offices in Aceh Province or Papua. 
 
The agreements, according to Faizasyah, stipulated that ICRC’s Jakarta office serve as the regional headquarters over-
seeing its work in the Asia-Pacific region. 
 
He said that in 2004, the government proposed a draft of a new agreement that would include ICRC’s standard operat-
ing procedures in Indonesia, following changes in both parties’ 
conditions that saw the need to readdress the terms of references laid out in the 1977 and 1987 deals, but that the hu-
manitarian organization had never responded. 
 
“We asked them several times to respond to the proposal,” 
Faizasyah said, adding that since 2004 the government saw the humanitarian organization open branch offices, con-
trary to the agreements. 
 
According to Faizasyah, the ICRC reasoned that it had been busy with the post-tsunami work in Aceh. 
 
But he said the agreements needed to be renegotiated as the ICRC’s work had changed. “Their policies now focus on 
international humanitarian law, while previously they focused on political prisoners,” Faizasyah said, adding that this 
was acceptable as the organization contributed to educating the country’s law enforcement bodies on international 
humanitarian laws. 
 
“We see this as ignorance on their part since we have asked to renegotiate the deal since 2004,” Fazaisyah said. 
 
He said that while the request to close the ICRC office in Papua had nothing to do with the organization’s prison vis-
its, the group had violated procedures. 
 
“They should have contacted us first,” Faizasyah said, explaining that international organizations that planned to visit 
prisons in Indonesia must first obtain a permit from the Ministry of Justice and Human Rights. 
 
He added that with Indonesia now being an open and democratic country, there was no longer any need for human 
rights abuse monitoring. 
 
“International organizations have to tune in with the changes [in Indonesia],” Faizasyah said. 
 
An attempt to reach ICRC Jakarta was unsuccessful on Friday, but ICRC Indonesia delegation head Vincent Nicod 
was quoted by Reuters as saying earlier that the Indonesian government had approached the ICRC in early 2000 to 
rewrite the deal, but said the existing agreement officially had no expiry date. 
 
 
 
From ETAN via     West Papua ReportMay 2009 

 
This is the 60th in a series of monthly reports that focus ondevelopments affecting Papuans. This series is produced by the non-
profit West Papua Advocacy Team (WPAT) drawing on media accounts, other NGO assessments, and analysis and reporting from-
sources within West Papua. This report is co-published with the East Timor and Indonesia Action Network (ETAN) Back issues 
areposted online at http://etan.org/issues/wpapua/default.htmQuestions regarding this report can be addressed to EdmundMcWil-
liams at edmcw@msn.com. 

Summary: 
A WPAT member spoke before a U.S. Congressional panel about threats to the environment and to human rights in West Papua. 
U.S.-based human rights groups ETAN and WPAT urged the U.S. Government to move beyond the failed formula of "special 
autonomy" to address the growing human rights crisis in West Papua. Their appeal came in response to Secretary of State Clinton's 
call at a Congressional hearing for a "degree of autonomy" for Papuans.April saw a marked increase in violence and repressive 
action by security forces in West Papua.The report offers a brief chronology of the violence.Several U.S. human rights organiza-



tions signed a public letter to leading U.S. legislators urging an investigation of the violence and U.S. support for an internationally 
facilitated dialogue on West Papua.That call echoed a similar appeal for an investigation of the violence by Papuan church and civil 
society leaders.The Indonesian government has expelled the International Committee of The Red Cross (ICRC) from West 
Papua.The expulsion came following an ICRC visit to Papuan political prisoners, though the Indonesian Foreign Ministry main-
tained that was not the reason for the expulsion. 
Contents: 
* West Papua Advocacy Team member Octo Mote spoke before the U.S. Congressional human rights commission regarding threats 
to the environment and human rights in West Papua 
* ETAN and WPAT fault as insufficient Secretary Clinton's call for "a degree of autonomy" for West Papua* 
* Repression and violence in West Papua escalates dramatically in April 
* U.S.-based human rights groups call for an investigation of the violence and for dialogue 
* Papuan clergy and civil society leaders also call for investigation of the violence 
* Indonesian government expels the International Committee of the Red Cross from West Papua 
West Papua Advocacy Team member spoke before the U.S. Congressional human rights commission 
WPAT's Octo Mote spoke before the Tom Lantos Human Rights Commission (formerly the Congressional Human Rights Caucus) 
on April 28.In his remarks he emphasized the threats to the environment and to human rights in West Papua posed by Indonesian 
Government policies and by military-backed exploitation of Papuan resources by major corporations.He noted that logging, mining 
and fishing operations were particularly injurious and singled out U.S. mining giant Freeport-McMoran as among the most damag-
ing.Mote explained that Indonesian Government polices, particularly Jakarta's "transmigration" policy had marginalized the Papuan 
population, bringing over 500,000 people into West Papua until the program's termination in 1999.Recently, Jakarta announced the 
re-establishment of the program.Under Jakarta's "Special Autonomy" approach, the government has created 24 new Districts, an 
approach which has generated "spontaneous migration" of non Papuans intoWest Papua to assume newly created bureaucratic posi-
tions and to take advantage of new "development" funding. The creation of the new districts also has increased the militarization of 
West Papua as military units are established in each new district. 
Mote emphasized that Papuans have no means to defend themselves against government-backed encroachment on their lands and 
rights.He noted that two West Papuan Governors, Admiral (ret.) Numberi and current Governor Suebu both sought to limit environ-
mental destruction by commercial "developers" only to be over-ruled by the Jakarta government.He also explained that the Jakarta 
government has largely ignored the Papuan People's Assembly (MRP) which it has sought to stigmatize as "separatist."The body, 
which was authorized in 2001 "Special Autonomy" legislation, was established after a delay of four years and immediately ran 
afoul of the Jakarta government after it refused to endorse the division of West Papua into several provinces. 
Asked by panel chair Congressman James McGovern (D-MA) to comment on Freeport, Mote elaborated that firm's long record of 
abuse and close ties to the Indonesian military. Mote urged investigation of the recently resumed payments by the firm to the mili-
tary as well as the 2002 murder of two U.S. and one Indonesian citizen on property controlled by the firm and the military.Due to 
obstruction by then TNI territorial commander (now President) Susilo Yudhoyono, the killings were never fully investigated with 
initial police reports of military involvement ignored in subsequent FBI investigations and in court proceedings which led to the 
jailing, Mote noted, of several innocent Papuans. 
Mote urged U.S. support for an internationally facilitated dialogue between Jakarta and Papuans and for opening West Papua to 
access byinternational humanitarian and human rights officials, journalists, researchers and others.He explained that West Papua is 
the only region In Indonesia which lacks respect for the right of freedom of expression and noted that more than 20 Papuans are 
currently incarcerated for the attempt to exercise this right. 
Joint Statement by West Papua Advocacy Team (WPAT) and East Timor and Indonesia Action Network (ETAN) on U.S. 
Policy and West Papua 
In an appearance before the House Foreign Affairs Committee, Secretary of State Clinton spoke about the human rights crisis in 
West Papua, acknowledging the "many human rights abuses" there.She emphasized that West Papua was part of a "sovereign Indo-
nesia," and said West Papua needed support "in its efforts to have a degree of autonomy within Indonesia." 
In an April 26 joint statement ETAN and WPAT noted that the Indonesian Government has failed to implement the long-promised 
"special autonomy" for West Papua and that as a consequence Papuans have overwhelmingly rejected the concept.Instead, the state-
ment noted, Papuans have demanded an internationally-facilitated dialogue with the central government to address key issues, in-
cluding demilitarization of West Papua, an end to security-force intimidation, the release of political prisoners, and the right to self-
determination. 
The statement called on the U.S. government to apply meaningful pressure on the Indonesian government and its security forces to 
press for an internationally-facilitated, senior level dialogue between the Indonesian Government and Papuans, including Papuan 
civil society.They also called for the U.S. to seek an end to restrictions that prevent the international community from monitoring 
human rights developments and the welfare of Papuans in West Papua. Finally the statement urged the U.S. government to seek 
fundamental reform of the Indonesian security forces by conditioning assistance to the Indonesian military, Brimob, Indonesia's 
intelligence agencies on real reform, human rights accountability and demonstrated respect for people of West Papua. (see http://
etan.org/news/2009/04papua2.htm for full text of statement) 

Pre-Election Violence in West Papua 
In the period immediately preceding April 13 national Parliamentary elections there was an explosion of violence in West 
Papua.Facts associated with a number of the incidents remain obscure. There is evidence that some of the violence was provoked 
by elements with ties to the security forces.There follows a rough chronology of the major incidents: 
(Pre-April context for violence:On 4 December 2008, police used disproportionate and excessive force against Papuan Kingmi 
church protestors. On 29 January 2009, police violently dispersed a demonstration calling for local elections to be held without 
delay in Nabire. In both cases, police kicked and beat the demonstrators with rattan sticks and rifle butts. Rubber bullets were also 
used, injuring at least four in the first case and five in the second. Amnesty International is not aware of any investigation into these 
incidents.) 
April 3 Thousands of Papuans stage a peaceful demonstrations in Jayapura and Nabire calling for a referendum on Papuans' politi-
cal future; celebrating the formation of the International Lawyers for West Papua (ILWP) group and also demanding the release of 



Papuan political prisoners.The demonstrations are organized in part by the National Committee for West Papua which on march 30 
established a tent base camp near Nabire for the purpose of organizing the demonstrations there. 
April 3  Brimob raid the Dewan Adat Papua (DAP) office in Jayapura. During the raid Police destroy a computer and other equip-
ment and seize a number of documents. The police claim to have confiscated two firearms from the office.Police hold 15 people 
overnight. Some are released the next day and told to report regularly to police.Facing charges are: Mako Tabuni (also known as 
Musa Tabuni), Serafin Diaz, and Yance Motte.The three men will face charges of makar (subversion), under Article 106 of the 
Penal Code, for which the maximum penalty is 20 years imprisonment, and under Article 160 for incitement. They are accused of 
pursing the aim of separating part of the territory of Indonesia. Police chief Bagus Ekodanto claims the men were arrested for their 
involvement in a demonstration at several locations in Abepura and outside the provincial assembly building (DPRP) in Jayapura 
on 10 March 2009. The men had reportedly called for a referendum in West Papua and urged Papuans not to vote in the April 9 
Parliamentary elections. 
April 3 Police arrest two political activists from Jayapura. 
April 6  TNI and Brimob raid and destroy a tent base camp of the National Committee for West Papua at a site just outside Nabire. 
In the assault, one Papuan was shot and killed; six Papuans were arrested. 
April 6  Brimob open fire on a protest demonstration by hundreds in Nabire injuring at least seven people. According to local 
sources, four of the wounded are taken to the hospital in critical condition, including a 10 year-old student who was shot as he was 
returning from school. A police officer is also injured by an arrow. The approximately 200 demonstrators had called for the boycott 
of upcoming parliamentary elections and investigations into past human rights violations in Papua. They also celebrated the launch 
of the International Lawyers for West Papua (ILWP) in Guyana in early April 2009. 
Amnesty International's Isabelle Arradon noted this is not the first incident in the town and there should be an independent investi-
gation."It is the third demonstration since September 2008 where some demonstrators in Nabire have been shot by police," she 
said."According to the eyewitnesses those six people are the militias ... from Indonesia's security forces who have used the situation 
to trigger conflicts between demonstrators and the police," she said.But the footage clearly shows uniformed officers working with 
other men dressed in civilian clothes. (ASA 21/012/2009, 7 April 2009"Indonesia:Police Head must investigate excessive use of 
force by Nabire Police")AI notes "This is the third reported incident of such abuses by the Nabire police force since December 
2008." WPAT notes there is eye-witness reporting that the violence wasorchestrated by provocateurs employed by the Indonesian 
military. 
April 7 Authorities arrestMarkus Haluk, secretary-general of the Leadership Council of the Association of Students from the Cen-
tral Highlands, on charges of spreading information and provocation for calling for a boycott of the election in Papua. 
April 8  at 11pm, rumors circulate that a member of the police force had been stabbed by an unidentified person near Youfeta Mar-
ket, Abepura. In response, the police conduct sweeps along the main roads. 
April 8  Bombs explode near a bridge between PNG and West Papua.Subsequent police statements claimed that this bomb and one 
found near the Abepura police station (see below) were both composed of TNT and, the police contended, therefore indicated a 
common perpetrator group. 
April 8  An explosion and fire at a Biak Refinery kills one person.There is speculation the incident may have been an accident. 
April 8  Three migrant ojek drivers are stabbed to death in Wamena. 
April 8-9  Unidentified people numbering possibly up to 100 assault the Abepura police station. Police shot one of the attackers 
dead and injured four.Attackers, according to police, used bows and arrows and "bombs" 
April 9  at 2.30am, the Rector's Building at Cendrawasih University suffers an arson attack by unidentified people. Police con-
ducted sweeps which result in the arrest of eight students at the Minmin Students Mess, one of whom sustains gunshot 
wounds.Damage in the fire is limited to one floor. 
April 10 An Avia Star cargo plane carrying election materials crashes in West Papua killing six government officials. 
April 11-12Fighting erupts at PNG-West Papua border involving TNI and Papuan resistance fighters. Unconfirmed reports con-
tended that six TNI personnel and five Papuan fighters are killed. The fighting is centered at the border town of Wutung (PNG 
town) and at Batas, the actual border crossing point. One report contends that Papuan fighters may have shot down a military air-
craft, apparently a helicopter.Other reports claim that Papuans destroyed a bridge.The TNI torches many houses in the area, leaving 
hundreds homeless. The border is reportedly closed as is the Batas market. 
April 12  Police claim to find "bombs" near Abepura police station. 
April 12  Another migrant ojek driver in Wamena is stabbed to death. 
April 14 Media report 38 prisoners escape from a Wamena detention facility, five are immediately recaptured. 
April 14 At 10 PM a fire is reported at Provincial Election Committee Headquarters in Jayapura. The fire may have been caused by 
an electoral fault, though arson is not ruled out. Possibly due to the fire, Jayapura suffers electrical blackout for two hours. The 
following day, the police announce that 200 additional police personnel were being brought into West Papua. 
April 15 A police convoy in Tingginambut in the Pucak Jaya is attacked. One policeman is killed and six are wounded. Police 
blame the attack on the OPM.Police announce that 80 Brimob personnel will be deployed to the area from outside of West Papua. 
April 16  A fire at the State Junior College in Wamena destroys a lab, a warehouse and three classrooms. 
U.S. Groups Call For U.S. Government Action in Context of Escalating Repression and Violence in West Papua 
On April 9, in the wake of escalating repression of human rights and violence in West Papua, several U.S. groups called on the U.S. 
Government to act.Land Is Life, the East Timor and Indonesia Action Network (ETAN) and the West Papua Advocacy Team wrote 
to leaders of the House and Senate Foreign Affairs Committees expressing their deep concern. The groups noted in part that Indo-
nesian government forces had targeted peaceful protesters and that the repression followed a series of arrests of dissenters under 
charges of "subversion" and "incitement," colonial era laws that had been widely criticized by human rights organizations. The 
organizations called for investigations of the repression and the increased violence, urged the U.S. government to press Indonesian 
officials to protect human rights and called on the U.S. government to press for an internationally facilitated dialogue between sen-
ior Indonesian officials and Papuans, including Papuan civil society leaders. (see http://etan.org/news/2009/04papua.htm for text of 
the statement) 

 



 
Papuan Church Leaders Call for Investigation of Pre-election Violence 
 
Papuan Church land civil society leaders have called for investigations regarding the identity of perpetrators of a spate of pre-
election violence in West Papua.Their call echoes concerns raised by Papuan and international observers who cite first-hand ac-
counts of provocateurs with ties to the security forces as instigating some of the violence, such as in Nabire on April 6. 
Similarly, observers were dubious of national police claims that nine bombs found at three locations were likely the work of Papuan 
resistance fighters.The police claimed that all the bombs were composed of TNT and ammonium nitrate but lacked detonators.It is 
doubtful that any of the OPM would have access to these materials in sufficient volume or be able to coordinate placement in all the 
locations where the bombs were reportedly discovered. The police contention that all lacked detonators similarly rang untrue to 
observers. Other possible explanations for the bombs include an attempt to manufacture a security crisis without causing severe 
death and destruction, an attempt to frame the OPM, or a combination of these motives. 
 
 

The Indonesian Government Expels the International Committee of the Red Cross from 
West Papua 
 
The Indonesian government on April 23 expelled the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) from West Papua. The 
Indonesian action followed a visit by ICRC officials to Papuan political prisoners.A Foreign Ministry spokesperson claimed, how-
ever, that the closure of the office was not because of the prisoner visit but rather was because the ICRC was operating illegally 
because it did not have permission to be in West Papua.Citing the ICRC's 1977 and 1987 agreements with the government, the 
spokesperson contended that the ICRC was only allowed to use its Jakarta office as a "regional headquarters" for its work in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 
The Foreign Ministry spokesperson added that there was no longer any need for human rights abuse monitoring in Indonesia. 
The Indonesian government in the past has worked closely with the ICRC in West Papua. The Indonesian military used the ICRC 
as a go-between in an attempt to secure release of hostages taken by the armed Papuan resistance in 1996. When the nearly success-
ful effort foundered over a dispute among senior Indonesian military and political figures as to who would get credit for a release 
which the ICRC had brokered, the Indonesian military, under the leadership of then General Prabowo, sabotaged the deal.Several 
Papuans villages were killed in a botched military raid aimed at freeing the hostages. The hostages subsequently escaped, except for 
one who was killed. 
The ICRC office in Aceh will also close. 
 
http://www.etan.org/issues/wpapua/0905wpap.htm 

 

            
   

     www.awpa-sa.org.au  
 
 The Australian West Papua Association South Australia  website is now online  
 
We urge you to visit it and offer suggestions about its improvement. There are lots of West Papuan websites 
available and we do not see ourselves as duplicating or rivalling those. The web page provides links to a host of 
other sites for people interested in getting more knowledge .We believe our website  will be useful for people 
looking for a local West Papuan group and to find out what we are up to.  
We intend to post our newsletter to the website so that more people can access it. And we will make more use of 
it for our Youth travel contest to West Papua  
( see story page 2 of this newsletter )   
 
 
For those who wanted to contact us by other means . We can be contacted by phoning 
Andrew on 83401847 or Dave 83454480 
 
Email info@awpa-sa.org.au  
Or by post at AWPA SA P.O.Box 29 Kilkenny 5009 
 
AWPA SA is an incorporated Non Government Organisation that supports West Papuan Human Rights and 
Papuans rights to self determination  


