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West Papuan Travel prize winner to be announced at AWPA’s AGM.  

Our Social Justice and  Human rights travel prize closed  on 30/9/09 and we were pleased to receive 

eight applications. There were several from interstate who were keen on a National Prize and we will 

need to give that more consideration . There were others who did not want to go this time but 

wandered about future prizes. We have 5 male and 3 female contestants with a variety of ages and 

interests . Some have a strong focus on environment, others on human rights and others again on 

indigenous cultures .All are obviously adventurous and want to go snorkelling or scuba diving . In 

hindsight we should have asked them to demonstrate photographic skills as a criteria however we 

still expect to get great pictures as most camera are automatic these days . We wish the judges well 

in their deliberations . From having received all the applications and read them before passing them 

to the judges ,it is a hard decision. All the candidates have the necessary skills for trip. We wish we 

could give them all then prize. The decision to award it to a particular person this year should not be 

read to mean that we want “a certain type of person” with a defined set of skills . If we run it next 

year we might say that we want a person with a different set to go so we get other perspectives. 

The winner will be announced at 4pm following our AGM Sat 7th Nov,  

 at The Prince Albert Hotel , 254 Wright St , Adelaide  

We will undertake a review of the contest   after the person returns from their trip . and then we will 

be able to judge their photographic skills  

News from Freeport Mine  The Canberra Times Wednesday, October 7, 2009 

 Melbourne man's shooting lost in a Papuan puzzle 

Spare a thought for the family of Melbourne man Drew Grant, shot dead early on the morning of July 11 in a 

curious incident near the Freeport mine in Indonesian Papua. Aged just 29, with a young family back in 

Australia, he was in the wrong place at the wrong time when he was hit by sniper fire while seated in the back 

of a company car, coming down from the mine on his way back home for a break. So unusual is death by 

sniper fire, even in the context of a violence- prone province such as Papua, that there was initially some 

suggestion that Grant was targeted. But that now appears highly unlikely. Shortly after this shooting event, 

there were further incidents involving shots fired by an unknown assailant or assailants at passing vehicles on 

the same road.  

With some fanfare on July 20, the local police announced the arrest of a group of 10 suspects, all of them 

members of the Amungme tribe that traditionally owns the land around the Freeport mine and the mining 

township of Tembagapura. Among the 10 were Viktor Beanal, a highly respected Amungme elder, and Simon 



 
 

Beanal, described by his kin and close associates as mentally disabled. However, the killings resumed almost 

immediately, with a further shooting the day after the arrests, and 12 more incidents since July 11. 

The Freeport Mine is no stranger to violence. In 1996 when a group of European scientists were taken hostage 

by the the Free Papua Movement (OPM), the Indonesian Government deployed a massive military operation 

to release the hostages, resulting in killings of innocent civilians who lived around the hostage hot spot. In 

2002 when an Indonesian and two American teachers were shot dead in the Freeport mine site, a joint police 

operation between the Indonesian police and FBI resulted in seven Papuans being jailed four years after the 

incident. However, this cooperation did not uncover the mastermind of the attack. 

If we look back to the history of Australia-Indonesia relations,  on November 13, 2006, the two neighouring 

countries signed a bilateral security agreement called the Lombok Treaty. This unique legal framework is 

designed to provide a framework for cooperation between Australia and Indonesia on traditional and non-

traditional threats in 10 key areas, including defence, law enforcement, counterterrorism, intelligence, 

maritime security,aviation safety and security, the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, emergency 

cooperation, cooperation in international organisations on security-related issues and community 

nderstanding and people-to-people cooperation. This cooperation is based on six key principles, including 

equality, mutual benefit and recognition of enduring interests each party has in the stability, security and 

prosperity of the other Article 2(1). It is very clear that the framework is intended to promote stability, security 

and prosperity. 

How does the treaty work in the case of Drew Grant? Shortly after his killing, the Indonesian Minister of 

Defence, Juwono Sudarsono, claimed that a ''rogue element'' in the military might have been involved in the 

shooting. This unusual statement might explain why the joint investigation between the police and military 

involved about 1000 personnel, including the anti-terror unit, Densus 88. About a month later, despite the 

strong denial from the army regional commander, the national police bluntly announced that the unknown 

gunmen fired bullets produced by the Army-run arms producer PT Pindad in Bandung. 

This finding might confirm Sudarsono's claim. It has been about three months since Grant's death, and the 

unknown gunmen are free while seven Amungme men have been held in police custody and charged with 

murder. They are being denied access to their families and medical treatment, and there are allegations some 

of them have been tortured. It is obvious that despite the massive deployment of personnel, the joint forces 

have failed to stop the ongoing violence, leaving the local community to live in terror. In Australia, the issue 

has dropped out off the public's radar. Doubtless, both the Australian and Indonesian governments are dealing 

with the issue behind closed doors. However, one of the key questions is whether the two governments 

should provide the public with adequate information on the ways they address the issue under the Lombok 

treaty. Given the way Papuans have been ignored or treated as scapegoats by the Indonesian Government, I 

believe we need transparency from both governments regarding the way this matter is being dealt with. To 

justify the existing security cooperation, the public in both countries need to be informed of progress in the 

Grant case. The Australian Government in particular has to explain why it has increased travel warnings 

following the incident. Such transparency would allow the public to measure to what extent the cooperation in 

law enforcement has been done under the rule of law. Moreover, the rule of law would  help develop an 

accountability mechanism that would prevent such an incident to happen again. 

Budi Hernawan, a former director of the Office for Justice and Peace of the Catholic Church in Jayapura, West 

Papua, is a Franciscan friar and a PhD scholar at Regulatory Institutions 

Network, the Australian National University. 

 



 
 

600 Army Officers Deployed to Guard Papua Freeport Mine 

Jakarta Globe August 31, 2009 

At least 600 army officers will help secure the working areas of the PT Freeport Indonesia mine in Timika, 

Papua, starting on September 2, following a number of armed attacks on the site. Papua Regional Military 

Commander Maj. Gen. Ahmad Yani Nasution said that the National Police Chief had requested the military to 

deploy the army officers to the Freeport mine to secure the area. He said that the officers anticipated security 

threats from separatist groups. Nasution said the officers will be posted at the mine until the situation is 

“totally secure.” But Nasution said the current security situation in Papua was fine. “The situation is Papua and 

West Papua is secure and under control,” he said. Amid a spate of roadside ambushes from gunmen at the site 

of the world’s largest copper and gold mine over the last few months, employees of have started wearing flak 

jackets and helmets amid other safety measures, the company’s spokesman said on Friday. Antara, JG 

 

From Joyo  Antara      September 22, 2009 
 
Schools in Indonesia's Papua Closed For Months as  Air Link Cuts Strand Teachers 
 
Classes at some schools in Papua’s Mimika district have been at a standstill for the past few months because 
their teachers are stuck in Timika city. The principal of Jila district`s junior high school (SMP), Natalis 
Nimbitkendik, said he and other teachers at the school were stranded in Timika. "We cannot return to Jila, 
because there is no transportation to get there," he said. 
 
He said the teachers usually travel to Jila from Timika on a PT Freeport Indonesia helicopter hired by the 
Amungme and Kamoro Community Development Foundation (LPMAK).Several villages in Jila district, such as 
Hoeya, Bela, Alama, Geselema and others are located 3,000 meters above sea level, and can only be reached 
by air.But since the shooting incidents near the Freeport gold and copper mine, the company’s helicopters no 
longer fly to Jila. 
 
Cantius Emereyauw, a Kamoro tribal community figure, said for the past three months Bona Ventura 
elementary school had stopped operating completely. The whereabouts of its teachers were also unknown. 
“There has been no school for the past three months, because the teachers are not there,”He said he was 
concerned about the students’ future now that their schooling had been disrupted. 
 
Elementary schools in Mimika run by the Catholic Education and School Foundation of Timika were also only 
operating now and then with casual teachers, he added. Meanwhile, the teachers with civil servant status 
were not around and were spending their time doing other things in the city, Cantius said. These teachers 
continued to receive their full salaries and allowances from the state. 
The School Operational Assistance funds the schools were receiving from the central and local governments 
were also being embezzled by the school principals, he said."We urge Mimika`s local government to pay 
serious attention to this situation," Cantius said. 
 

 Aid dispatched after hunger-related deaths in Papua 

JAKARTA, 18 September 2009 (IRIN) - The Indonesian government said it will send a team to a poor district in eastern 
Papua Province after a rights group reported deaths from hunger and associated diseases there.  
 
Swadiatma, an adviser to the Coordinating Ministry for People's Welfare, said the team of officials would be dispatched 
this week to the isolated district of Yahukimo in Papua to investigate reports of the deaths, and assess the long-term 
needs of the population.  
“Our team will see for ourselves the situation on the ground, so we can take measures to achieve sustainable food 
security,” Swadiatma, who goes by one name, told IRIN. He said Minister Aburizal Bakrie had asked the provincial 
government to deliver food supplies such as rice, noodles and sugar to the affected areas.  
“Transporting them is not an easy task, given the rugged terrain, and they have to use a helicopter or a small plane,” 
he added.  
 



 
 

Yahukimo District chief Ones Pahabol said food shortages had hit 25 areas in the district, and that 80 percent of 
Yahukimo's population lived in remote highland areas, and their staple food was sweet potato.  
 
Yomes Bomse, chairman of the People's Health Council, a community-based body in Yahukimo, set up by the Health 
Ministry, said 49 people had died in the past three months. “So far those affected have yet to receive adequate health 
care,” he said.  
 
The Hong Kong-based Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC) NGO on 16 September said it had received information 
from local NGOs and civil society groups that 113 villagers had died in Yahukimo since January due to hunger and 
associated diseases after crop failures.  
 
Harvest failure  
 
“The harvest failure this year caused by climate change resulted in deaths,” the AHRC said in a statement. “Yahukimo is 
remote and isolated. Daily food sources come from home grown produce such as sweet potato or potato. If villagers fail 
to harvest enough produce to support their families, they immediately face starvation,” it said.  
 
The AHRC also accused the Indonesian government of neglect and said the lack of roads or public infrastructure 
aggravated food insecurity.  
 
The recent food shortage is not the first to hit Yahukimo. In 2005, local media reported that 55 people died of 
starvation due to harvest failure, prompting the central government to send officials to the region.  
 
Twelve food storage facilities were built in the district in 2006 to help those who had suffered from crop failure, but 
AHRC said this was ineffective, because the warehouses were not suitable for storing sweet potatoes.  
 
Swadiatma denied that the storage facilities had failed to help villagers, saying that food shortages this time had hit 
areas where such facilities had not been built.  
 

A special report on Indonesia   A Golden Chance 
Sep 10th 2009   From The  Economist print edition 

COUNTRIES generally hit the headlines only when the news is bad. In Indonesia it has often been 
spectacularly bad. A decade ago there were fears that the country might disintegrate in a welter of 
violence, piracy and mass migration. Its former dictator, Suharto, set new standards for kleptocracy. As 
he fell in 1998, the economy collapsed. The Bali bombing of 2002 that killed more than 200 people was 
one of a series of such attacks, and the lingering danger of Islamic terrorism was recalled by another 
murderous blast in Jakarta in July this year. The country is prone to natural disasters too, from the 
tsunami that devastated parts of Sumatra in 2004 to this month's deadly earthquake in Java. 
 
So Indonesia has an image problem. Foreigners may not realise, its boosters defensively suggest, that the 
world's third-largest democracy and fourth most populous country, with more Muslims than any other, is 
actually doing rather well. It enjoys political stability under a popular incumbent president, Susilo 
Bambang Yudhoyono . The bombing in Jakarta was the first such atrocity for nearly four years. 
Economic growth has slowed, but the country has withstood the global slump well. Of big countries, only 
China and India are growing faster. 
 
It still has enormous problems. Separatist tensions have eased, but it remains prone to sectarian and 
ethnic violence. Mr Yudhoyono has not met his promise in 2004 of halving the number of people living 
below the government's poverty line. More than 15% of Indonesia's 240m people are poor. 
Unemployment is high, at about 8%, and the workforce is growing faster than in any other country apart 
from India and China. Inequality has actually widened a little. Those who looted the country under 
Suharto, and the soldiers who connived at terrible abuses, have enjoyed almost total impunity. Indonesia 
is still one of the world's most corrupt countries. Its infrastructure is in woeful shape. And as another El 
Niño weather pattern takes hold, choking smog caused by forest fires is already smothering parts of 
Sumatra, drawing attention to Indonesia's role as the world's third-largest emitter of carbon. 
Causes for hope 
 
There are, however, four big reasons for optimism. The first is demographic. Over the next few years, 
thanks to a combination of a young population and a falling birth rate, Indonesia will see a surge in the 

http://www.ahrchk.net/ua/mainfile.php/2009/3260/


 
 

ratio of its working population to the number of dependants. Next year, for the first time, more than half 
the population is likely to be living in urban areas, implying a further boost to consumption, the country's 
main source of economic growth. 
 
Second, fiscal restraint in recent years has left the government with the resources to spend more on 
Indonesia's deficient infrastructure and public services. Having withstood the slump of the past year 
remarkably well, Indonesia is well placed to maintain solid growth rates for years to come. Considered a 
basket-case not so long ago, it is now seen as an extra "I" in the BRIC group of big, fast-growing emerging 
markets (Brazil, Russia, India and China). 
 
Third, Mr Yudhoyono's re-election in July gives him a mandate for the reforms Indonesia needs. 
His victory probably owed much to his reputation as a doughty warrior against corruption, and to his 
policy of giving cash handouts to the poor. 
In the election campaign he and his running-mate, Boediono, a well-respected former central-bank 
governor, were attacked as "neo-liberals" by opponents playing the card of anti-foreign economic 
nationalism, but many voters simply seem to have shrugged this off. 
 
And that leads to the fourth reason for optimism. 
Despite serious flaws in the electoral system and in the mishmash of parliamentary and presidential 
constitutions Indonesia has designed for itself, it seems likely to enjoy a period of political stability. 
Democratisation has been a mess, and much needs fixing. But Mr Yudhoyono now has the breathing-
space to try. 
 
 

Govt to use welfare approach on separatist problem in Papua 

ANTARA News Wednesday, September 9, Timika (ANTARA News) –  

Coordinating Minister for People`s Welfare Aburizal Bakrie said the separatist National Liberation Army of 

the Free Papua Movement (TPN-OPM) problem would be dealt with using a welfare approach."To settle the 

TPN-OPM program the government will use a welfare approach. This is by order of the President to settle 

the problem in Papua," he said when handing over assistance to former TPN-OPM members in Pegunungan 

Bintang and Lani Jaya districts in Timika on Tuesday. Aburizal said the integrated assistance program was 

financed not using the national budget but a special allocation in view of its importance and urgency. 

In 2008 the program was carried out in four districts in Pegunungan Bintang and four districts in Lani Jaya. 

The two districts were located at an isolated place accessible only by air. Aburizal advised local 

administration officials to pay special attention to the basic needs of the people in remote places."It must 

be the concern of us all to meet their needs well through integrated cooperation between the central, 

provincial and local administrations," he said. 

The minister also hoped the Papua special autonomy funds could be used for developing public means and 

facilities in the remote areas. Aburizal asked former TPN-OPM members who returned from PNG to 

assimilate with other community members. 

"Spread this good news to others who are still in the jungles and mountains. I hope in the near future they 

would return to unite with other community members to develop Papua," he said. On August 8, 2008, 

Aburizal extended Rp100 billion as assistance for former TPN-OPM members in Pengunungan Bintang and 

Rp40 billion for former TPN-OPM members in Lani Jaya. 



 
 

The head of the Pegunungan Bintang district, Wellington Wenda, said the funds had been used to build 264 

houses, three elementary school and office buildings, nine houses for teachers, two community health care 

centers and three houses for paramedics. 

The funds have been used among others to provide clean water facilities, develop neighborhood roads, 

village halls, a market place, a kiosk, a sanitary facility, a house of prayer, a farm depot, an animal 

husbandry and a fishery project. 

Aburizal Bakrie flanked by presidential staff Irfan Edison and regional military and police commanders are 

scheduled to visit Paniai on Wednesday in which he would hold a meeting with General Tadeus Yogi, the 

TPN-OPM chief for Paniai.(*) 

Investment in Indonesia’s Papua Province a Hard Sell 
The Jakarta GlobeOctober 9, 2009 
 
Despite the presence of heavyweight investors, many of those attending “Papua Investment Day” at the Four 
Seasons Hotel in Jakarta on Thursday said they didn’t expect too much to come out of the conference. Among 
the reasons cited were the lack of infrastructure and tax incentives as well as the chaotic business licensing 
system in the two easternmost provinces. 
 
Agus Martowardojo, the president director of event organizer PT Bank Mandiri, acknowledged that it was 
difficult to attract investors due to a lack of infrastructure in Papua and West Papua, and that state enterprises 
had a duty to help pioneer infrastructure development in the region. 
 
“We could lend Rp 8 trillion to Rp 10 trillion [$848 million to $1.06 billion] if the demand was there,” Agus said, 
adding that Mandiri had Rp 800 billion in outstanding commercial loans in the two provinces. 
 
Papua Governor Barnabas Suebu said much more would be needed to develop the economy in the Indonesian 
half of New Guinea Island. 
 
“We would need around Rp 200 trillion to develop decent infrastructure in Papua,” Barnabas said. “Around 50 
percent of that figure is needed for the construction of roads and other land-transportation infrastructure.” 
 
He said that in contrast, Papua and West Papua provinces only received between Rp 1 trillion and Rp 2 trillion 
a year from the central government for infrastructure development. “We’re really lacking in funds. We have to 
depend solely on the central government. The private sector doesn’t want to invest in infrastructure because 
it’s expensive and takes a long time to reach the break-even point, let alone realize a profit,” he said. 
 
Public Works Minister Djoko Kirmanto acknowledged that the two provinces had to rely excessively on Jakarta. 
He said that to attract investors, the central government needed to offer more incentives, such as tax breaks 
and more streamlined business licensing procedures. 
Barnabas added, “One thing that is certain now in Indonesia is the uncertainty. We need to make things 
certain in Papua.” 
Abraham Atururi, the governor of West Papua, said he had no illusions about how much new investment 
Thursday’s event would bring to Papua. He pinned the blame for this partly on the tardiness of central 
government institutions in issuing business licenses and permits. 
Existing investors, such as palm-oil giant Sinar Mas Group and oil and gas firm PT Medco International, said the 
incentives are not enough to attract business. 
“The licensing process in Merauke and Manokwari is pretty messed up, especially in the forestry and 
fisheries sectors. It’s not good,” said Arifin Panigoro, the founder of the Medco Group. 

 

 Rallies in Indonesia’s Papua region as new "government" announced 

RNZI Posted at 09:26 on 29 September, 2009 UTC 



 
 

Thousands of West Papuans have turned out in rallies in Indonesia’s Papua demanding international help in 

mediating a political settlement between Jakarta and a new so-called West Papua Transitional Authority. 

Reports indicate that the rallies in Sorong, Manokwari and Jayapura drew between five and ten thousand 

people. 

The demonstrators called on Australia to facilitate dialogue over Papua issues such as human rights abuses and 

West Papuan dissatisfaction with Special Autonomy. 

Several dozen West Papuans and Australians held a simultaneous rally in Melbourne at Parliament House 

calling for the publication of an independent report by Australian Federal Police into the murder of Austalian 

Drew Grant near the Freeport mine in July. 

One of the rally organisers, Jacob Rumbiak of the West Papua National Authority, says they have proclaimed 

the Authority as a new provisional government for West Papuans. 

“We want to show the world that we have clear leadership - a student movement and also people inside 

(Papua) from different backgrounds. They agree we must have clear political leadership inside. Today they 

announce it.”  

Calls for dialog as funds wasted 
The Jakarta Post Friday, September 11, 2009 
 
 
Papuas have urged Vice President Jusuf Kalla to act as a mediator to settle problems with the regional 
autonomy program and improve relations with Jakarta, an official said Thursday. 
 
"Kalla has proved himself able to settle conflicts in the country. As a person from eastern Indonesia, Kalla has a 
greater understanding of Papuan people and the problems they face," West Papua legislative speaker Jimmy 
Demianus Ijie said in a meeting Thursday with Vice President Jusuf Kalla in Makassar, South Sulawesi. 
 
Kalla has previously said that he is ready to be appointed as a mediator to settle problems across the country if 
given authority by the government to do so after his term as vice president ends. 
 
However, Jimmy said the central government should not be blamed entirely for the failure of special 
autonomy in Papua and West Papua, saying the provincial administrations and the people of Papua should 
admit their mistakes. 
 
"To be fair, Papuans, especially the provincial administration, should be sincere and admit they have made 
mistakes in implementing special autonomy in Papua and West Papua," he said. 
 
Consequently, he said the Rp 30 trillion (US$3 billion) in funds given by the central government for the 
implementation of special autonomy in Papua, have been spent without results. "Had the funds been 
distributed to the native people of Papua, the welfare and dignity of around 1.5 million Papuans could 
definitely have been improved. 
 
"The administrations should not have accepted the funds because the government still has not issued a 
regulation on the special autonomy funds. In reality, both provincial administrations have accepted the funds 
that have only  
 
benefited officials, while the people of Papua remain deprived and suffering," Jimmy said. 
 
He said the Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) had deployed a team to investigate the alleged misuse of 
the regional autonomy funds and the provincial budgets, but that their results were unclear. "A KPK team has 



 
 

frequently investigated, but it was still unclear. We are worried that the cases are never resolved because of 
money." 
He disclosed that the West Papua administration had ordered a Rp 100 billion (US$10 million) ship even 
though it is in dire need of funds to finance education, health and poverty eradication programs. 
 
 

Nothing special about Papuan `autonomy' Monday, August 31, 2009 
 
Ridwan Max Sijabat, The Jakarta Post, Jakarta 
 
Eight years after the introduction of "special autonomy" scheme developed by the central government for 
Papua and West Papua, major problems remain, with much of the regions population yet to see intended 
improvements to their social welfare, a discussion concluded recently. 
 
The program have not improved the welfare of more than 2 million indigenous Papuans in terms of their 
economic livelihood, health and education, because a large portion of the program's funding had gone into the 
pockets of local elites and the bureaucracy, Boven Digoel Regent Yusak Yaluwo said. 
"The special autonomy program has effectively generated a growing social disparity between elites and the 
common people at grassroots levels," he told a discussion on Papua autonomy over the weekend. 
 
"Secessionism remains because poverty and marginalization are still major issues." 
 
Yusak urged President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono to form a joint board to revitalize the special autonomy 
program for the next five years. 
"The joint board should represent the central government, the two provincial administrations, churches, civil 
society groups and informal leaders from the Papuan Customary Council *DAP*," 
he said. 
 
"Its main responsibility should be to evaluate the special autonomy program each year, and address obstacles 
in its implementation." 
 
He said government representatives on the board would provide feedback to the central government and 
provincial administrations on what should be done. 
 
Since 2001, Papua and West Papua have received some Rp 4 trillion (US$397 million) in special autonomy 
funds, to finance development programs focusing on education, financial and health sectors, to bridge the 
development divide between Papua and other provinces and gradually eradicate poverty and secessionism. 
Yusak also urged provincial authorities to speed up the issuance of special and provincial bylaws to boost 
development in all sectors in the two provinces. Meanwhile, Rev. Neles Tebay, a senior official of the Jayapura 
Archdiocese opposed the proposed establishment of a board. He said Papua did not lack institutions or 
agencies and that the key problem was that the government had no political commitment to special autonomy 
in Papua. 
"Funding is not the only factor. The government has not shown political commitment to issuing special and 
provincial bylaws to bring about special autonomy," he said. 
 
No grand designs have been made on what should be achieved in the short, middle and long terms under 
special autonomy. 
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